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The firſt day of this preſent Michaelmas Term 
1679. 


Occafiond by the many Libellous Pamphlets which are pub» | 
| 


liſhe againſt Law, to the Scandal of the Government. 
and Publick Juſtice, _ bi 


TOGETHER 


With what was Declared at the ſame Time on the ſame Oc: 
calion, in open Court, by Mr, Juſtice Jones, and Mr, 
Juſtice Deotb:n, 
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pounds and he happening to be at work onthe ſeventh day of auguſt I679\ | 


£0 to Wealerhall, For there is Money enongh come in now. 


it the Duty of my place to defend one, and the Duty 7 owe tomy i i 
'putation to vindicate the other, | 


(5) | k "3" 

The Lord Chief Juſtice SCROGG3 his SPEECH Tr. the 71595 
 Bench,'The firft day of this preſent Michaelmar- Term, : 559.Þ 
Occaſioned by the many Libellous Pampblets that are Pulylifhof 
ed againſt Law, Io the ſcandal of the Government and YN 

- Pablick Juſtice. with what Mr, Juſtice fon2s , and Mr, 
| Juſtice Potvin, then declared about the ſame, 
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and to appezr here this day, for ſaying falſe and ſcandaicus words} 
of me, which are Sworn to by two ſeveral Afhcavits, vis. 1 
William Lewis maketh Oath, That enthe ſeventh day of Auguſt 1679, || 
there being a difference bitween Robert Raylett and Richard. Radley, beff 


heard the ſaid Richard Radley ſay to him the ſaid Raylett, If you thinkſ 


s þ 


to have the money you bave overthrown me in, go to Weale-hall to wy Lordi 
Scroggs , for he has received Money enough of Drs Wakeman, for his As "l 
quiital, | | 0 4 om | 
juraf, a& die Septembris, | ; 4 
1679, coram me ' 1allians Lewis) | 
William Scroggs, | - þ 


[| Have bound over this Man Rich:rd Radley to his good Bohaviour, | 
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Robert Raylett waketh Oath, That there Was 4 Try] at the laſt ſexs j 
Aſſizer between him and one Richard Radley,where ht recovered Thirty cight [1 


over egainſt the houſe of the ſail Richard Radley, the fail Richard Rad: | 
ley told bir, If you expe the 1:onty you bwe overthrown te in, you m4; | 


jurar 4 die Septembris, ; [| 
Pmno 1679, COram Mee | Robert Raylcti F 
William Scrogess 


Firſt, I wou'd have all men know, thatT am not ſo revengeful in m } 
Nature, nor.ſo petled with this Aſperſion, but that I could have paliie } 
by this & more, but that the many ſcandalous Libels that are abroxcd, an 


which refle upon publick Jaſtice,as well as upon my private ſel?,m þ | 


F 
E | 


And haviog this opportunity, I thipk this the properelt place fur bot 

If cnce.our Courts of Juſtice come to be awed or ſwayed by vulgar noil 
and if Judges and Juries ſhould managethemſelyesſo, as would belt cor 

ply with the humour of times3 ris ta fely faid, That men are tryed £. 

OY A 2 thi 4 
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peas une O 
xeir Lives or Fortunes, they hve by chance; and'enjoy what they have. 
xs the wind blows, and with the {ſame certainty : The giddy Acultitnde 
have conſtancy, who Condema or Acquit alwayes before the Tryal, and 
without proof: | w | 
Such a baſe fearful Eomplyance,made Felix willing to pleaſe the people, 
eaye Pax bound,who was apt to tremble, but nat to follow his Conſcience, 
he people ought to be pleaſed with publick. Fuſtice, 8& not Juſtice (ſeek 
o plcaſe the people3Juſtice ſhould floyy like a mighty ſtream,and if the 
Rabble, like an unruly wind blow agaioſt it, .it may make it rough, but 
' he ſtream will keep its Courſe. 

* © Neither for my part, do [ think we live ia ſo corrupted an Age, that 
| no mancan with fatety be juſt and follow his Conſcience: ifitbe others 
' wiſe, we muſt hazard our Safety, to preſerveour Integrity. 6 

And to ſpeak more particularly as to Sir George Wakeman's Tryal, which 
Fam neither afraid, nor aſhamed to mention, I know that all honeſt and 
urderſtandiog Men inthe Kingdom { ſpeaking generally ) are through'y 
Citisficd with the impartial Procedingsof that Trial,taking it as it is Prive 


bon 3 which was done without theperuſal of one Line by me, or any 


riend of mine. Though by the way, 1 wonder by what Authority that 


Arbitrary Power was aſſumed, to forbid any Friend ofmine the teeing of 
it, before It was put out, 

However; as id is, will appeal.to all Sober and+ Underſtanding Men , 
and to the Long Rebe more eſpecially, who are the beſt and propereſt 
Judges in ſuchcaſex, as to the Fairneſs and Equilicy of that Trial. 

For thoſe hireling Scriblers that eraduceir, who write to Eat, and 
Lye for Bread, | iate.d to mcet with them another way, fcr they are 
>nely ſafe whilſt they can be ſecret; but fo are. Verminez ſo long onely 2s 
hey can hide themſelves, 

And let their Brokers, thoſe Printers and B:okſellers by. whom they 
end their falle and braiſed Ware, look to itz ſome will be. feund, and 

hey ſhail know, that the Law waots not power to puniſh a Libellous and 
Acentious Prels, nor 4 a Reſolution to execute it, * 

And this is all the anſwer is fit to be given ( befides a Whip ; to thoſe 
Iackoney Writers, ard du'i Obſervators, that go as they are hiredor 
purred,and perform as they are ted, whonever were taught. | 

Ifthere be apy ſuber 2nd good Men that are miſ-led by falſe Reports, 
r by ſubtilty deceived into any milapprehentions concerning that Tryal, 


nr ay fſclE5 3 ſhowld account # ihe higteft. pride; and the mult ſcornful 


king inthe World, if 1 ſhould ne: andeavour to andeecive thems . 
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To ſuch Men therefoter do ſolemaly declare here in theSeat of Juſtice; 
where Ilwould no more Lyeor Equivocate, thanl would to God at the 
Holy Altar, 

I tollowed my Conſcience, according to the beſt of my Underſtanding 
| in all that Tria! 3 without Fear, Favour, or Reward, without the Gift 
| cf one Shillivg, or the valueof it direftly or indireRly , and without 
| any promiſe cr expectation whatſoever, 

This 1 fay to honeſt men ( that know me not ) ifany that do know me 
| needed this, they ſhould not have had it, for they uſe me Il! ; he that 


| knows me and doubts, fo long thinks it aneven wager, whether 1am the 


| greateſt Villain in the world or not, one that would ſe!l the life of the- 


' King, wy Religion, and Countrey, to Papiſts for Money: Andhe that 
ſays great places have great Temptations, has a little, if not a falſe Heart 
himſelf, for no Temptation Is big enough for a fin of this Magnitude, 

| would nothave the Papiſts now make any falſe Concluſions from 
what 1 ſay, that becauſe I reprove the infolence of ſome mens Tongues 


and Pens, concerniog.this Iryal, they ſhou'd thence infer they have not 


| had or ( at leaſt ) cannot expedt fair play, becauſe ſome fooliſh men 
| cry out of theiracquittal, and think'there is no Juſtice, where there is no 


j 


| Execution, 


They have had fair Tryals, and ſome that have ſuffered have had the 
Ingenuity to confeſs 1t , and they ſhall ſtil] be Tryed accordiog to the E= 


1dence, and the probability and credibility it carries with it. 
But this I muſt ſay , he that thinks there is no Plot , is blind with pre- 
judice or wilfully ſhuts his Eyes, 


The Prieſts and Jeſuits had a deſign to root out the Proteſtant Relis: 


gi0n,and bring in Popery,and that is direQly to overthrow the Govern 
ment; and to effect this, that they would kill the King (were there no 
| more.) their Boftrine and Praftiſes go very far toprove it, and he that 
ſiyes the contrary is much out , as where in a Printed Pamphlet he too 
confidently 2ſfcrts, that in all their Papers that were ſearched , there 
' was nct one 1] Letter found, or-anything that was ſuſpitious + Colemans 
'Tetters and theLetter found amonglt Harconrts Papers will never be an- 
[ſwereds5 not by ſaying that a meeting (o exattly appointed , with all 
cautions imagin:ble, as not to appear too much about the Town for 
fear of diſcuvering the deſign, which-in its own Nature requires {eere# 
Ific , that this, was only a meeting ta chooſe an Officer. © - 

k Ard yet to 2fffrm that this 1s nor {) mnet as ſloiriong "t Tel: 8 1 
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ſhouts, | 


However in the mean time the extravagant boldneſs of mens pens 
ant Tongues is not to be indured , but ſhall be ſeverely puniſhed, For 
if cn:e Cauſes come to be Tryed with complacency_to popular opinicns, . 
and {hall be infoleatly ceaſurec if they go otherwiſe, all publick Cauſes 
ſhall receive their Docm as the multitude happen to be Pry , and at 


length every cauſe ſhall become publick, it they will but eſpoufeir , 
at every Seflions the Judges ſhall be atraigied, the Jury condemned , 
and Verdits overawed tv comply with popular noiſe and undecent 
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There are a ſort of men, I doubt, that too much a-prove and cou-- 
tenance ſuch Vulgar wayes, and count it Art and Stratagem ? that im- 
brace all ſorts of informat ops true or falſe, likely or impoſhble , nay 
though never ſo fiily and ridiculous they refaſe none, fo ſhall all Ade 
drefles be made to them , and they be look'd on as tlie oply Patrons of 
Religion and Goverament, though they ſhould have but little of the one 
and would maintain the other only fo far as their own fhare 1 1t conies 
tO. 

Theſe Sir Politicks ( if ſuch there are ) deceive theinſelves as much as 
they do others, and azen-rt what they imagiae themſelves to be with 
und:ritanding and honeſt men, no not with thoſe they think they gull 
neither, for they nſe them to ſerve their purpoſes, as they think they 
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' ſerve others: and if ever time ſhall ſerve, *twill prove ſo. . 


Let us purſue the diſcovery of the Plot a Gods Name, and not | 
baulk ary thing where there is danger or Sufpition upecn reaſonable 
grounds, but not fo overdo it as to fhew our Zeal, we will pretend ta | 
find what is not, nor ſtretch one thing beyond what it will bear to reach. 
another , nor count him a turn-coar. aad not to be truſted that will not - 
betray his Conſcience and. underſtanding , that will not cou'teoance 
unreaſonable boldacſs. nor believe incredible things, Leait we fa)! in- | 
to what we juſtly condema in the Papiſts, cruelty and vain cred::}'s} 
ty ſuch courſes cannot, be the reſvlt cf honeſt intentions,,., but] 


EirewCly 'to be Suffefted :ather a Diſguiſe io puriuing one Viliany -to! 


commit another, | | 
For my own patt without any other meaiing or reſervation whatſos} 

ever, [| ftrcely and hcariily declare, I will xever be a Papift nora Re} 

bel, but wilt to wy power ſuppreſs Popery 2s an epen Enemy , at. | 


Faction as a ſecret one, 


No A&t uf Oblivion ought to meke us to forget by what wayes or] 
late trcubles began, whea the Apprentices and Porters mutined fo 
| Juli ic. 
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are in their own ſence. And 
uch effect will follow as did then , yet the like inſolence ought not to 
be ſuffered for the example paſt, and to come, 

The City of I ondon , I mean; the Lord Mayor and Aldermen , and 
| generally al) men of value and worth there, 7think in my C:)nſcience 
| ave atthis {ay as Loyally and Religiouſly diſpoſed to defend the King 
| and the Government, and maintain the true Proteſtant Relizion to their 
| {| utmoſt, as any former Age whatſoever can ſhew , and 7know the King 
thiuks ſo too , and is therefore really 2nd heartily as kind tothem, 

And therefore though our Fealouſies may be many , our fears need 
not be fo: For whoſoever they are that deſign diftui bances & publick 
Diſſenrions for private Ends, will finde they are rather troub!eſome 
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be upon themſelves. ) | 
' __ 7a ſhort it x> the- proper buſineſs of this Court, and our Duties that 
| fit Judges here, to take care to prevent and puaiih the michieis of the 

| Prels, | | 

For if men can with any ſafety Write and print whatever they pleaſe, 
the Papiſts will be fire to put in for their ſhire too, fo that what be- 
| tween them, and the FaQious, and the Aercenaries that Write for 
| him that hires, and for what they are hired, we ſhall be infected with 
! theFrench diſeaſe in Government, and be overrun with Lies and Li- 


T ! bels, which agrees neither with Eogl ſh mens honeſty nor Courage, 
© | who were wont toſcorn to ſay what they durſt not ov/as 

a | 

Ip Mr, Juſtice Jones, 

T - | 

Ee We have a particular Caſe here before us in a matter of Scanal a- 
1- ; gainſt a great Judge, the greateſ* Judge in the Kingdome 1n Crt- 
'-} minalCauſes,and it 1s a great and an high Charge upon him, And cerrainz 
3t; ly there was never any Age I think more Licentious than this 1n af; ers 


'& fiovg Governours, ſcattering of Libels ang Scandalous Speeches gainf 


*this Court to ſhew their Zcal in {appreſliog 1t, 

{ am old enough to remember ( and perhaps fee) the ſmar* of 121 et ) 

- 7 the begianiog of the late Reb: llivn, for a Rebellion it was & delerves no 
{ other name ). I know it had the forerunner cf ſuch Libe!s and-Sean« 

{ dals againſt the Government 2s this is, . and it fol owed almoſt to 


though | am morally certain , that no 


than dangerous , and the greateſt michief they will be able to effe& will 


': thoſe that are in +uthority. And without all doukt it doth become - 


I the ſubverficn of the happineſs of the. Kingdomes . As tor the Tryal 
| | | h'utd! 
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f - Integrity: by them, q 
"And (1 04 I do thiak it very. fit that this perſon be proceeded 


againſt by ao information,:that he may be made a publick Example 'to 
'&. all ſachas ſball preſume to Scandalize the Government and the. Gover- 
wo -  nours With any falſe aſperſions or accuſations, | , 
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Rs eg of that mind. truly 5 and am very glad we have Lit upon One 
of the Divulgers of theſe 8candals, I was preſent at that Tryal, and 
- for mf pu 1 think the Scandal eo wy, Lord wg dal was aScandal 


Ning be not ON arhe to re&tife * HE 
det this man may be proceeded Ng Grant | 
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